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Homeland

Security
accepts
fake ID

Mexican card
clearly a fraud

By Stephen Dinan

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Department of FHome-

land Security allowed a man to-

enter its headquarters last week
using a fake Matricula Consular
card as identification, despite
federal rules that say the Mexi-
can-issued card is not valid ID
at government buildings.
Bruce DeCell, a retired New

-York City police officer; used his

phony card — which lists his
place of birth as “Tijuana, B.C.”
and his address as “123 Fraud
Blyd.” on an incprrectly spelled
“St?ton Island, N.Y — to enter
the!building Wednesday for a
meeting with DHS officials.

Mr. DeCell said he has had
the card for four years and has
used it again andl again to board
airliners and enter government
buildings, without being turned
down once. But he said he was
surprised that DHS, the agency
in charge of determining secure
IDs, accepted it.

“Obviously, it's not working,”
Mr. DeCell said. )

The Mexican government has
issued millions of Matricula
Consular cards in the past few
years, mostly to give illegal
aliens a form of identification
that banks and other institutions
will accept.

The FBI, in testimony to Con-
gress, has said that the cards are
not secure. The General Ser-
vices. Administration ruled in
2003 that the Matricula Con-
sular is not valid 1D for entering
a federal building,

In addition to being a forgery !

obtained for him from a street
vendor in California, Mr. De-

- Cell's card was modeled on an

see CARD, page A10
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